Guided West Coast Leisure and e-biking – Ajaccio to Calvi
8 days / 7 nights
Throughout this guided trip you'll discover the West coast of Corsica at a leisurely pace.
You will go up to Calvi in several stages. 2 free days in Porto and Calvi are planned to make the most of the treasures and
charm of this part of the wild Corsica.
Prepare your trip

YOUR PROGRAM
Day 1 - Day 1 - Arrival Ajaccio airport.
Pick up from the airport and transfer to the first hotel in Ajaccio.
In case you arrive from another airport, thank you to contact us to organise your transfer.
Free dinner.
Night in a 3 star hotel in Ajaccio.

Day 2 - Day 2 - From Ajaccio to Cargèse.
In the morning we'll get everyone kitted out with their hire bikes before leaving Ajaccio via the 3rd stage of the Tour de France.
The route winds its way up to the Col de Bastiano before a superb descent to the Gulf of Liscia. Your accommodation is
located in the heart of the beautiful “greek” town of Cargese.
Roughly 50km (D+: 648m ; D-: 728m ; Min.: -1m ; Max.: 405m)
Dinner and night in a 3-star hotel.
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Day 3 - Day 3 - From Cargese to Porto (via Piana)
Back in the saddle after breakfast, from the superb village of Cargese, whose Greek characteristics make it quite different from
the rest of Corsica.
The route then offers splendid views towards the interior of the island until we reach the much celebrated 'Calanches de Piana'
(deep red rock formations plunging dramatically towards the sea). Fast descent towards the Gulf of Porto, your destination for
the night.
Roughly 31km (D+: 705m ; D-: 657m ; Min.: 9m ; Max.: 480m)
An optional ride is possible to the amazing beach of Arone, below Piana. The whole day counts in that case 54km.
Dinner and night in a 3-star hotel in Porto.

Day 4 - Day 4 – Rest day in Porto
Today you have the opportunity to visit the Scandola marine nature reserve, a UNESCO heritage site. Relax and take in the
views from the comfort of a tour boat, watching out for dolphins and other marine life. The other option for keen cyclists is to
cycle to the highest col on Corsica, the formidable Col de Verghio (+1464m). The route takes you through Ota and Evisa (the
chestnut capital on Corsica) before you climb up through the forest of Aitone to reach the Col. It is possible to do only part of
the route. Return back to Porto down the Gorge de Spelunca. The views are just out of this world.
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Free lunch.
About 95 km return (D+: 2283m ; D-: 2281m ; Min.: 4m ; Max.: 1105m)
Free dinner.
Night in a 3-star hotel in Porto.

Day 5 - Day 5 – From Porto to Galeria
Throughout this day you will be confronted by stunning views. To start with you'll enjoy the views over the coast towards the
Gulf of Girolata. Following the climb to the Col de la Croix and the Col de Palmarella the views will extend out towards the
Gulf of Galeria, your destination for the night.
Roughly 51km (D+: 921m ; D-: 903m ; Min.: 5m ; Max.: 411m)
Dinner and night in a 3-star hotel in Galéria.

Day 6 - Day 6 – From Galeria to Calvi
On this day you will cycle, what some have called the most beautiful coastal road in Europe. The road is not very well looked
after and so is bumpy at times, but it really is stunning. This road takes you all the way up to the port town of Calvi, where you
can celebrate the end of your holiday.
Roughly 38km (D+: 487m ; D-: 472m ; Min.: 2m ; Max.: 138m)
Free dinner.
Night in a 3-star hotel in Calvi.
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Day 7 - Day 7- Calvi and the Balagne
Today there will be a planned cycle ride into the Balagne region. For those with tired legs, there will be the option to rest on
the beach!
Dinner and night in a 3-star hotel in Calvi.
Distance : 79km (D+: 1029m ; D-: 1030m ; Min.: 1m ; Max.: 432m)

Day 8 - Day 8 – Calvi to the airport
A transfer will be organized to Calvi or Bastia airport (by train or private bus).

Additional information
TARIFFS
Price from 1465 euros per person.
OPTIONS
Single room supp. per person : 370 euros per person.
E-bike rental TREK UM3+ : 200 euros per person.
Top of the range hybrid bike rental TREK FX2 : 140 euros per person.
INCLUDED
Daily luggage transfers made by the support vehicle.
7 nights in 3 star hotels (twin bedrooms) with breakfast
1 vehicle support (9 seats van) and driver who will act as the guide
Daily picnics prepared by the guide (5 days - not provided on day 4, rest day Porto)
4 dinners
Airport transfers on arrival and departure
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NOT INCLUDED
Personal expenses and optional extras/activities (such as the boat trip to the marine reserve from Porto)
Insurances
3 free dinners
Lunch in Porto on day 4
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY
Easy, accessible with short stages from 30 to 50 km/day. 2 rest days with bike loops possible. The use of an Ebike make the
circuit more accessible.
CARRYING
The riders main bag will be transfered daily by the support vehicle. You will only need to take with you what you wish to have
available during the ride (wallet, camera, picnic lunch, water.etc).
ACCOMMODATION
Strictly selected 3-star hotels in a shared twin room. Possibility to book a single room with extra cost (see options).
SIZE OF GROUP
From 6 participants.16 participants maxi.
DEPARTURES
3 annual departures for travellers wishing to join other like-minded cyclists group on a guided tour.
(Other possible departures for private groups (friends, family, sports clubs etc) on request, with departure dates to suit you. 6
personns min. Please, contact us!)
DEPARTURE
Ajaccio airport, transfer to the 1st hotel.
DISPERSION
After breakfast on Day 8, transfer will be organized to Calvi airport.
HOW TO GET THERE
Ajaccio is accessible by plane with departures from Nice, Marseille and Paris but also from several French and European cities
depending on the time of year with Air France, Air Corsica but also Easyjet, Volotea or Ryanair.
Ajaccio is also accessible by train from Bastia and Calvi.

EQUIPMENT TO TAKE
ADVISED MATERIAL TO TAKE WITH YOU (non-exhaustive cheklist) :
As a good preparation is key to a successful stay, here are a few tips to ensure that your trip takes place in optimal conditions.
BIKES
In order that your stay does not turn into a mechanical training course, it's advisable to carry out a meticulous revision of your
bike before going on a tour :
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- the tyres are well inflated and in good condition
- cables and chain are in good condition
- the transmission elements are clean and oiled
- there are no leaks in the suspensions
- the wheels are well tightened
- the brakes are in good condition (wear + possible leaks)
- the headset has been checked
And don't forget that anomalies are easier to spot on a cleaned bike…
REPAIR MATERIAL
To avoid mechanical problems, it\'s better to be far-sighted and always carry the basic equipment of a biker:
- 2 inner tubes (puncture sealant is strongly recomended, or puncture sealant strips)
- a pump
- tire irons
- an inner tube repair kit consisting of patches and glue
- a multi-tool
- a small wrench
- a piece of tire
Also, you can prepare your own toolbox which we transfer with your luggage. You will put in it the following items :
- a brake cable (front and rear)
- a derailleur cable
- a tyre
- one derailleur hanger
- chain oil
- a rag
EQUIPMENT
As you can't judge a book by its cover, cycling slinky shorts won't help you to turn into a cycling champion. However, a
minimum of specific bike equipment will be necessary in order to be comfortable :
- a helmet
- glasses
- suitable shoes (no smooth soles)
- a cycling short or short
- a breathable tee-shirt (try to avoid cotton)
DAY BACKPACK
Because it's unpleasant to ride with a too loaded backpack, it's better to think carefully about the necessary things to bring in
the backpack for the day:
- a water bag and/or a flask and/or water cans on the bike (2L/day/person minimum)
- provisions (energy bars, dried fruits...)
- the basic repair material for your bike (see above)
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- a windbreaker (waterproof)
- picnic
- a headlamp
- a knife
- sun cream (+ lip protection)
- toilet paper
- a first-aid kit (see below)
- your mobile phone + an external battery
- a rubbish bag
PICNIC
In order to avoid unnecessary waste at picnic time, remember to take with you :
- an airtight box (0.5L) with initials marked on the lid and on the box + wide elastics
- reusable cutlery (fork and pocketknife)
TRAVEL BAG
Your luggage is transferred during the day and you will find it every evening at your hotel. It is preferable that your travel bag
contains the following items :
- a sleeping bag liner (stays in gîtes)
- a change of clothes
- a pair of light shoes for the evening
- a large jumper or fleece jacket
- a small toilet bag with a towel
FIRST-AID KIT
Concerning all our guided stays, the instructor has a first aid kit.
However, it is essential to bring your own first aid kit.
Here is a list of the minimum items to take with you:
- disinfectant
- gauze strips
- plaster
- protective cream for the buttocks
- your personal medicines
- micropur pastilles (water disinfectant)
- a survival blanket
A more complete first-aid kit should be formulated with your doctor.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Be aware that ALL cycling on Corsica includes some hills! You should be prepared to do some climbing, still easy with ebikes.
Distance are kept short to make the days easier.
Please note that the support vehicle will be a utility van. If some of you are tired, there will be room for two of you in the van at
any time.
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SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS
The trip takes place on roads open to traffic. Participants should be competent with a bike on the road and they should not
cycle at night.
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